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ABSTRACT 



This lesson plan for students in grades 9-12 follows the 
guiding question, "How do filmmakers bring history to life, and how does 
filmed history represent (or misrepresent) historical realities?" Through 
these lessons, students employ the screenwriter's craft to gain a fresh 
perspective on historical research, learning how filmmakers combine 
scholarship and imagination to bring historical figures to life and how the 
demands of cinematic storytelling can shape the view of the past. Students 
will: (1) learn about the craft of filmmaking and role of the screenwriter; 

(2) examine a first-person documentary narrative from a screenwriter's point 
of view, focusing on the kinds of information needed to create a story that 
will bring the past to life on film; (3) gather contextual details through 
historical research; (4) consider the relationship between historical 
narrative and the storytelling conventions of film; and (5) produce a film 
scenario and script a scene based on the life of a historical figure. 

Intended for grades 9-12, the plan notes subject areas covered 
(literature/biography, U.S. history, and film), time required to complete the 
lesson, skills used and taught in the lesson, and the standards developed by 
professional associations or governments that are related to the lesson. 
Activities to extend the lesson and references for further exploration 
conclude the lesson plan. (SR) 
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Character Profiles 

Have students prepare short profiles of the characters they will feature in their filmscripts, based on 
close reading of their narratives. These profiles can include physical description, personality traits, 
characteristic phrases and gestures, etc. Encourage students to imagine they are writing for the actors 
who will portray their characters as they prepare these profiles. 
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